REGILDING THE CRESCENT
on the best authority. With the dawn of a new
era of liberty, the Armenians, like other of the
subject races, have not been slow to realise the
value of reprisals, but the newly accorded privi-
leges have unfortunately made them a little
wild. It is said to be a fact that one of them,
completely losing his head in the recent tragedy
at Adana, fired point-blank at the gallant British
vice-consul, Captain Doughty-Wylie, who was
doing everything in his power to stop the
butchery, and broke his arm. Without any
wish to underrate the terrible sufferings of the
Armenians in Turkey, I think it only fair to add
that these people are not always the inoffensive
victims. Further information on this subject
may be gathered at Tiflis, where, on one occa-
sion, they bribed the Russian Governor to with-
draw his troops while they massacred unarmed
Turks, driving nails into the heads of old women
and stabbing babes at the breast. The corrupt
Governor was replaced by a Mohammedan, who,
by way of reprisal, embarked on his own account
on a little "pacification" of the Armenian
quarter*
The Greeks of the Turkish Empire form a
large proportion of the population. They claim
an immense number, which is, however, so far at
variance with the official returns that it is per-
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